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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back!
I sincerely hope you have had a fantastic summer holiday and have managed to stay cool during the multiple heatwaves.
Over the summer break, we have spent time preparing our classrooms and school for the arrival of the children. Rowan Class has been redecorated and is looking fresh and vibrant, much to Mrs Allmey’s excitement! We are also looking forward to unveiling our new sensory space, which was completed over the summer holidays.
New Staff
We are delighted to welcome a new member to our team. Miss Egler will be joining the partnership of schools and will be teaching across the school.
I am also pleased to say that, although Mrs Chamberlain has now taken up a full-time post at Mendham, we have been able to retain our Outdoor Learning provision, which Miss Egler will deliver. This is something I am particularly pleased about, as it provides our children with such valuable opportunities to learn, explore and develop beyond the classroom.
We will also be welcoming some new staff from outside agencies into school.
I am passionate about providing a high-quality curriculum across all age groups, and one area that can sometimes be challenging to provide consistently in a small school is PE. We have therefore secured specialist external coaching, who will deliver PE to each class once a week.
They will also run an after-school club on the same day, meaning that every pupil will have access to a fun and engaging enrichment activity. We are really excited about this addition to our provision.
In addition, we will be welcoming a new member of the Suffolk Music Service for our KS2 classes. This means that Beech and Rowan will receive professional music lessons once a week, with clarinet being their instrument this year. We are all looking forward to hearing their musical skills develop throughout the year!



Children’s Meals
Just before the summer holidays, we changed suppliers for our school meals. Information has already been sent to the primary guardian for every pupil, but please do check your spam or junk folders for any communication from The Pantry.
As the meals are now managed directly by the external provider, the school is not as involved in the ordering system as we were previously. If you have not yet signed up, downloaded the app and chosen your child’s meals, please do not panic. As a default, children will be offered a jacket potato option.
However, this is not the option we would ideally want children to have every day, so I would strongly encourage you to register with the app and select meals as soon as possible.
Whilst Sheri and I will, of course, do everything we can to support families, most issues with ordering and meal selection will need to be dealt with directly by The Pantry. We appreciate that changing systems can be frustrating, so please bear with us as everyone gets used to the new arrangements.
If you are unsure about anything regarding school meals, please contact The Pantry directly:
https://www.thepantrycatering.co.uk/contact.php
Uniform
Please ensure that your child is wearing the correct school uniform. We relaxed our uniform expectations to cope with the extreme heat at the end of last academic year, but our usual expectations are now back in place.
Our school uniform is:
· Navy sweatshirt, jumper or cardigan
· Pale blue polo shirt, shirt or blouse
· Grey trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore dress
· Blue gingham summer dress
· Plain dark or white socks or tights
· Sensible school shoes
Whilst Nursery children do not require the full school uniform, they should wear a navy school sweatshirt and have a school book bag.
Please also remember that jewellery should not be worn in school, including earrings.

We expect children to wear sensible school shoes rather than trainers. If children are taking part in PE or Outdoor Learning, they must bring a change of shoes suitable for those activities.
On PE days, however, it is absolutely fine for children to arrive at school wearing their PE kit and then change back into their school uniform afterwards.
Assemblies
There will be some changes to our celebration assemblies this year, which I will share with you shortly.
For now, I can confirm that our first celebration assembly will take place on Monday 14 September.
That leaves me to say that I am incredibly excited to welcome your children back on Thursday 3 September.
A school without its children is a very quiet place, and I cannot wait to hear our corridors echo with their laughter, chatter and inevitable first-day excitement once more!
I hope that you and your children have had a wonderful summer, and I look forward to seeing you all very soon.
See you soon,
Mr Huxtable
Headteacher
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